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The Welsh High School Band is under the direction of Mary S. Herpin.  Mrs. Herpin graduated from Gueydan High School in 1977, earned her BME from the University of Southwestern Louisiana in 1995, and earned her M. Ed. from Northwestern State University in 2001.

While at USL, she was part of the USL Percussion Line and Pit for the USL Marching Band and participated in the USL Concert Band.  In her percussion studies, she was part of the USL Percussion Ensemble which put on a yearly spring show, also performed at the University of Georgia, competed in Percussive Arts Society events at the Superdome in New Orleans, and went to several area schools performing educational multi-cultural programs.  Mrs. Herpin student taught under the direction of Jody Besse, Abbeville High School, and Jerry DeHart, of J H Williams Middle School, Abbeville, both in Vermilion Parish.
Mrs. Herpin accepted a teaching position at Lake Arthur High School in the summer of 1996.  The program had been closed for a short time, and she started 6th, 7th, and 8-12th grade bands.  In 2007 the Jefferson Davis School Board offered her the position of beginning three band programs:  Welsh High School;  Welsh-Roanoke Middle School;  Elton Middle/High School.  During 2008-09, Mrs. Herpin started a marching band program at Welsh High School, resulting in the school board pulling another music teacher in to teach at Elton, and she concentrated on Welsh-Roanoke and Welsh High. 2009-10 will be the same, with Mrs. Herpin at Welsh High until 11:00 AM and moving to Welsh-Roanoke for afternoon classes.
Mrs. Herpin is married to Floyd Herpin, and they live in Gueydan.  They have three children:  Aaron; Adam; Sara.  Aaron and his wife, Gina, have two beautiful daughters, Mea and Payton.  Sara has recently married Michael Lasher from Jennings. In her spare time, Mrs. Herpin enjoys hanging with the grandbabies, reading, and fishing.

Why Band?

Everyone loves music.  From the awakening musical notes of the radio alarm to the final chord of your favorite television show’s theme song, music is an important part of every day.  Through melody and rhythm, music offers a level of communication that makes life itself more exciting and fulfilling.

Being in band gives you the opportunity to explore your own musical talents and skills while developing a life-long family of friends who share this artistic journey with you.  You will discover a higher level of success in many parts of your life because of your experiences in band.

Band is Music.

Band is Friends.

Band is self-discipline.

Band is performance.

Band is exciting.

Band is working together for a common goal.

Band is a chance to express your talent.

Band is enjoyment.

Band is high energy.

Band is YOU!

Strike up the Band!

-Tim Lautzenheiser

Attitude

-Charles Swindol

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.  Attitude, to me, is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do.  It is more important than appearances, giftedness, or skill.  It will make or break a company…a church…a home.  The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day.  We cannot change the past…we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way.  We cannot change the inevitable.  The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude.  I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it.  And so it is with you.  We are in charge of our Attitudes.

Music Making & The Brain

AMC (American Music Conference)

http://www.amc-music.com/brain.html
We’ve always known that music is good for your spirits.  Now, scientists are finding out its good for your brain, too.  According to new research, active music making has a direct connection to the brain’s inner workings – in fact, the brain seems to operate according to patterns that closely resemble musical notes!

Studies have linked active music making with better language and math ability, improved school grades, better-adjusted social behavior, and improvements in “spatial-temporal reasoning,” which is the foundation of engineering and science.  More data is coming in every day in this exciting field.  -AMC
Forward
The purpose of this handbook is to provide valuable information about the band program.  To consistently achieve and maintain the high standard of excellence desired by this organization, members should learn these band regulations and procedures.

It is hoped that some of the questions always prevalent with a band will be answered in this handbook.  If a problem or question not covered in this handbook should arise, the director should be consulted for information.

Insurance

The Jefferson Davis Parish School Board requires insurance or proof of insurance/waiver if a student is going to be in any activity of the school.  All band students are required to show proof of insurance.  Insurance may be purchased through the school.

Rehearsal and Performance Procedures

1. Every band member should bring instrument, music, and proper equipment to every rehearsal or performance. (Although you may share music in class, you are responsible for having your music in your folder, ready for you to perform.)

2. There is to be no individual playing before rehearsal or at any time during a rehearsal unless the director specifically deems it necessary.  Instrument warm-ups will be done together under the direction of the director or authorized person.

3. There will be no talking or disturbance during rehearsals.  Subdued talking is permitted with the director’s permission or when the director leaves the podium.  Talking should cease when the director stands on the podium.

4. Gum chewing or eating of any kind is not permitted during any rehearsal or performance.  Also, it is a good idea to rinse your mouth our before coming to class.  Fact:  anything in your mouth will transfer to your horn.  Drummers are encouraged to wash hands before coming to class.

5. Try to have any business you have with the director done before warm-ups and tuning.  Please do not interfere with class time for excuses, notes from parents, getting supplies.

6. Posture is of utmost importance.  Students should avoid crossed legs or ankles and slumping when seated in chairs.  When playing, students’ back should be off of the back of the chair.

7. The bulletin board or white board should be read when entering the rehearsal room.  Things to notice:  warm-up material; order of music.

8. Music should be placed in order for the day before the rehearsal begins.

9. Students are not allowed to write on the board, change, or add anything to the board.

10. Music folders, instruments and equipment should be kept in their proper storage places when not in use.  Music and folders should not be left on the music stands.

11. Books and personal belongings should not be left in the band room or in the instrument storage area, and should not be brought to their seats.
12. You are not allowed to touch anyone else’s instrument without their permission.  That permission must be relayed to the director before the time you use their equipment.

13. Loud talking, shouting or horseplay is not allowed in the band room.

14. The office or desk of the director is strictly off limits unless permission is given.  Also, any equipment held by the director should not be touched without permission.  When permission is granted, the equipment should be returned to its proper place (tuner, sticks, etc.).
Here are some factors other than musicianship that have a great bearing on a student’s participation in the band:


Obedience

Cleanliness


Courtesy

Honesty


Alertness

Effort


Self-control

Attitude


Dependability

Initiative

Remember:  In the band, you represent yourself, your family, your school, your band, your community, and your director.

Performances

We will strive to create quality music in any performance of the band.  This must and will be our goal in any performance, whether it is a football game or we are in concert.  These performances are mandatory.  Remember: we learn; we practice;  we perform.
Projected performances:

    Football games – away and home

    Fair Day Parade

    Veteran’s Day Performances

    One Marching Festival

    Homecoming Parade

    Christmas Concert

    Christmas Parade

    Possible District Festival

    Spring Concert

    Solo/Ensemble Festival

    Graduation

Grades

Grades are based on participation, practice time, rehearsal attendance, and performance.  This includes periodic written and playing tests.  Also, it is a policy of any band program to be present at any and all performances of the class.  If a student misses any mandatory performance without a legitimate excuse signed by the principal, they will receive a “0” for the event, and then they will receive percentage points off of their performance grade.  I must warn you – this usually results in an “F” for the six weeks.  Band Mid-term and final exams usually consist of 50% paper/pencil and 50% playing. 

Students involved with other programs such as cheerleading, dance line, football and other athletics have special exceptions, but not to the point of not being part of the band.  

Football players – do not attend band camps or after school rehearsals during football season, but they are required to participate in parades and non-football related performances.

Dance line – do attend camps and after school rehearsals.  Depending on the after-school schedules of the band and dance line groups, the dance line students must attend band rehearsals if days do not conflict.  If there is a conflict, the dance line student will make arrangements to attend at least one of the band after-school rehearsals per week.  At football games, the dance line student will perform with their group and then perform with the band.  Dance line students should submit a written schedule of dance line rehearsals.
Cheerleaders – depending on cheerleading schedule, a cheerleader band member will attend band camps or after-school rehearsals during football season.  They are required to participate in parades and non-football related performances.  If there is a conflict for rehearsals, the cheerleader student will make arrangements to attend at least one of the band after-school rehearsals per week.  At football games, the cheerleader student will perform with their group and are encouraged to participate in the half time performance of the band.  Cheerleading students should submit a written schedule of cheerleader rehearsals.

Basketball/Track/Baseball/Softball – these band students usually do not have the conflicts of the football season, however, there are usually some concert issues.  I try to schedule around sporting events.  Please submit a copy of your schedule.
Remember: we learn; we practice;  we perform.
FAQs
Frequently Asked Question

(about the WHS Music Department)

Q:  How much money is involved?

A:  There is a $20.00 band fee for ALL band students, to help cover the cost of music and everyday supplies.  If you are using a school horn, such as percussion, tuba, trombone, etc., there will be a fee of $60.00 per year.  If this fee is paid before mid-term, this will be reduced to $50.00.  Any checks made for band should be paid to the order of Welsh High School.  Also, this year each student will need to order a pair of Dinkles Marching Shoes.  Orders will be taken during band camp, and payment (approximately $30.00) should be made promptly.  
Q:  Can a student get kicked out of band?

A:  Yes, and it is usually because of discipline problems.  Band is a very disciplined organization.  All discipline problems are discussed with the principal.  The decision to remove the child from band is sometimes requested by the band director, but other times it is the decision of the principal.  Other considerations for dismissal:  stealing; purposely damaging music equipment, consistently missing performances.

Q:  How much after-school practice and how many after-school performances are there?

A:  Band rehearsals will be each Tuesday and Thursday, 3pm – 5pm, during football season.  Also, the Christmas and Spring Concerts are both at night, the Fair Day Parade is on a Friday that we do not have school.  Other out-of-school performances may come up, and we will add those to our current list.

Q:  What is practice time?

A:  As part of a students’ grace, they are required to have 6 (six) hours of practice time per six weeks.  The practice is done on their own time, and they must have a parent/guardian sign off to acknowledge their practice.  I will have practice time sheets available for this documentation.  Practice time sheets are to be turned in two days before the end of the six weeks.  On the student’s progress report, there will be a column for Practice Time, but no grade unless the student has already turned the time in for the current six weeks.
Just a few things you should know about me…..

· I do not tolerate gum chewing or eating in the band room.  (If you are blowing on a horn, it is a safety issue.  Also, eating ends up in your horn, and you will get sick!)

· Kidding around is one thing, but I will not allow being ugly or mean to your fellow students.

· Playing is playing, but working is working.  When it is time to work, I expect you to be there with me.  Separate the two…make us all happy.

· Do not use your cell phone during rehearsals.  If we are on break, go ahead, in fact, call early if you need a ride. Be on time when we start again, and do not let your phone ring during rehearsal.  It is just distracting.

· Do not bring your cell phones to football games.  I will collect and hold them for you.  Make sure it is turned off.
Helpful Internet Websites

http://jwpepper.com
This site is where I shop for music.  It allows you to download clips if you need to hear them.  Also, listen to something you like and make a recommendation!

http://www.vicfirth.com/features.html
The Vic Firth website contains a daunting array of artist and educational features. Whether you're looking for something specific, or just want to investigate some of the many features that we've put together over the years, this is the place to look! New features are added almost daily, so we suggest that you bookmark this page and come back often!
http://www.veritas-online.com/fcharts.html
Free Finger Charts for Music Students

http://library.thinkquest.org/2791/MDOPNSCR.htm
Dictionary A-Z: This is a music dictionary with lots of definitions and explanations of musical terms. The sections of the Dictionary are A-C, D-L, M-O, P-R, S, T-Z, Tempo Terms, and Dynamic Symbols. 
http://www.musictechteacher.com/musicquizzes.htm
Music Quizzes, Games and Help with Music by Ms. Garrett

http://8notes.com/
Free Sheet Music & Lessons 

http://www.music-scores.com/instruments.php
Music Scores Instrument Index
Want to order your own sticks? 

http://www.steveweissmusic.com

Use this page to collect phone numbers and email addresses of the folks in your band.
	Name
	Email
	Phone
	Cell
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